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The editing of the entire series has fallen to Mr Frederick Webb 
Hodge, of the Bureau of American Ethnology, whose editorial experience 
and knowledge of the literature relating to the Indians make him emi- 
nently fitted for the work. G. B. Gordon. 

Exploraciones arqueologicas en la ciudad prehistorica de ' ' La Pay a ' ' ( Va/U 
Cakhaqui, Provincia de Saltd), CampaHas de igo6 y igoj. Por Juan B. 
Ambrosetti. Publicaciones de la Seccion Antropologica de la Facultad 
de Filosofia y Letras, No. 3 (i° Parte) en la Revista de la Universidad 
de Buenos Aires. Buenos Aires : 1907. 8°, 278 pp., 121 figs., map. 

In this excellent treatise Dr Ambrosetti describes the results of the 
second and third expeditions conducted by him during 1906-1907. 
These two expeditions dealt with the archeology of one of the prehis- 
toric sites in the Calchaqui valley in the Province of Salta, to which the 
name of "La Paya" has been given. The excavations were conducted 
on the right bank of the river La Paya, where the terrace is surmounted 
by a well-defined group of ruins consisting of a walled city covering an 
approximate area of six and a half hectares. Within this area are many 
ruined houses, rectangular in plan and measuring four to five meters wide 
by eight to ten meters long. These houses, built of stone, have in a 
very large measure disappeared beneath masses of debris, and time did 
not allow of their excavation. The character and arrangement of the 
houses are much the same as those encountered at the ruins of Quilmes 
described by Dr Ambrosetti in the Boletin del Institute Geogrdfico Ar- 
gentino in 1897, except that the circular constructions of Quilmes were 
not found in La Paya. The characteristic feature of the houses consists 
of the subterranean chambers, or cellars, in the construction of which 
the builders took advantage of the irregularities of the ground, digging 
chambers in the hillsides or in the slope of the terrace and lining these 
with stone, usually rough water-worn fragments from the river, but some- 
times crudely shaped by hand. The superstructure supporting the roof 
was built of wood, of which the region furnishes an abundant supply. 
The principal edifice within the walls is a large rectangular enclosure of a 
special kind of stone found at a distance of two leagues, which cleaves 
naturally into square blocks. It is the remains of a building measuring 
thirty meters and ninety centimeters long by four meters and thirty cen- 
timeters wide. The walls, measuring three meters and forty centimeters 
high, were presumably surmounted by a thatched roof supported on poles. 
Though the function of this building, known as the Casa Morada, is 
not apparent, its prominence and superior construction suggest that it 
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may have been either a temple or the residence of a chief. The ques- 
tion is complicated by the finding within this structure of a number of 
burials, all of which had been dug up by treasure seekers before the ex- 
pedition arrived at the ruins. Fortunately the objects recovered by the ad- 
venturers found their way into the National Museum in Buenos Aires, and 
are illustrated and described in these pages together with a large number 
of objects found in other burials by the expeditions. The presence of 
burials, in Casa Morada, together with the finding of many others within 
the area of the walled city, suggests to Dr Ambrosetti that the whole 
place was abandoned in antiquity and converted into a vast cemetery. 

The objects found within Casa Morada are of a better class than those 
fbund in other parts of the ruins. They consist of ornaments of gold and 
bronze, together with pottery vessels and wooden objects elaborately dec- 
orated. The shapes of the pottery as well as the decoration present such 
strong affinities to those peculiar to the coasts of Chile and Peru as to es- 
tablish a strong probability that a large part of this pottery was brought from 
those regions. The character of the ornamentation consists of triangles, 
spirals, right lines, and ornithomorphic patterns, indistinguishable from 
those used by the ancient painters on the north coast of Chile. The local 
potters, however, did not hesitate to imitate this imported pottery both in 
shape and ornament, imparting to their fabric at the same time a quality 
that distinguishes it at once from the original types. 

Within the city walls the expedition opened seventy- two tombs, rep- 
resenting about one hundred and fifty-six skeletons ; for while the ma- 
jority contained only one skeleton, some contained as many as nine. In 
form the tombs were circular pits lined with rounded stones and covered 
with flat stone slabs. The majority of the bodies had been buried in a 
sitting posture with the face toward the east. It is supposed that the 
earth which covered the bodies was not placed there at the time of burial, 
but fell in afterward. 

The much destroyed wall surrounding the city was built of rounded 
stones from the river, with occasional sharp fragments to serve as wedges ; 
it is nowhere more than a meter in height, with a thickness about equal 
to the height, and in case of an attack upon the city might have enabled 
the defenders to intrench themselves. 

Outside the city wall, on higher ground, is situated the necropolis, 
where numerous burials were exhumed by the second expedition, reveal- 
ing methods of sepulture and associated objects identical with those inside 
the city proper. 

Something more than half the book is devoted to a detailed inventory 
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of the finds connected with the two expeditions. Ample illustrations are 
given in the text, and the whole is a valuable contribution to the arche- 
ology of South America. G. B. Gordon. 

Fuhrer durch das Rautenstrauch-Joest-Museum (Museum fur Volkerkunde) 
der Stadt Coin. Von Dr W. Foy. 2. Auflage. Coin: 1908. 18°, 259 
pp., ill. (Preis 50 Pfennig.) 

Pages 1-12 of this well-printed guide to the City Ethnological Mu- 
seum of Cologne from the competent hand of Dr Foy give a brief history 
of the Museum, and pages 13-42 are devoted to very good brief intro- 
ductory essays on ethnology, the general evolution of human civilization, 
primitive and civilized peoples, races and peoples. The rest of the book 
is descriptive of the collections in the Museum, each grand division and 
its subdivisions: Australia, the South Sea (New Guinea, Eastern Mela- 
nesia, Bismarck Archipelago, Micronesia, and Polynesia) , America (South, 
Central, North), Africa, Asia (Asia Minor, India, Indonesia, Siberia, 
Central Asia, East Asia), having a brief general discussion of its culture- 
phenomena, etc., as a sort of introduction. The illustrations consist of 
characteristic specimens, those in the section on America(pp. 144-170), 
e. g. , are : a feather hip-ornament of the Chiamacoco, a primitive Bororo 
human figure, an ancient Peruvian anthropomorphic vase, an ancient 
stone vessel from Costa Rica, tomahawks of the Prairie Indians (of the 
three figures on page 166 one is of the type given by Holmes on p. 271 
of the American Anthropologist, n. s., 1908, x, another approximately of 
the type on p. 265, while the third is of the stone club variety), a basket 
of the Yakima, a raven-mask from western Vancouver island, and an 
Eskimo kaiak. A useful feature of the book is the small maps of each 
continental and important area. The American collections in the Mu- 
seum represent the Fuegians, Araucanians, and Patagonians ; Indians of 
the Gran Chaco ; Forest Indians of Paraguay ; Forest Indians of Brazil 
and westward ; Guiana Indians ; Peruvian antiquities ; Central American 
and Mexican antiquities ; North American Forest and Prairie Indians ; 
Indians of the Northwest Coast ; Aleuts and Eskimo. The library of 
the Museum now contains 1740 works in 2900 volumes. There are 
also about 960 lantern-slides for use in lectures, etc. The organ of the 
Museum, " Ethnologica, " will begin publication this year. The citizens 
of Cologne owe this excellent Museum to the generosity of Mr and Mrs 
Rautenstrauch, to whom had been left a large part of the collections of 
Prof. Wilhelm Joest. Alexander F. Chamberlain. 



